
BUSINESS 
ETHICS
Grades: 9-12 | Time: 30 minutes

Activity-at-a-Glance Materials Needed

Objective:

Activity Details:

Closing: 

Standards

KEY TERMS:

Ethics- relating 
to moral 
principles or the 
branch of 
knowledge 
dealing with 
these.

Business- a 
person's regular 
occupation, 
profession, or 
trade. 

Employee- a 
person 
employed for 
wages or salary, 
especially at 
non-executive 
level. 

Products- an 
article or 
substance that is 
manufactured or 
refined for sale. 

Services- a 
system 
supplying a 
public need 
such as 
transport, 
communications 
, or utilities. 
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	Standards: AZCTE Professional Skills: 8.D, 7.C, SEL Competencies: 2-5, Technology: 9-12.3.a.
	ActivityataGlance: Students will work in pairs to decide if workplace scenarios are ethical.
	Materials Needed: 1. Blank Paper2. Writing utensil3. Laptop/Computer4. Inspire login information
	Objective: Students will identify business ethics and ethical responsibilities.
	Activity Details: Explain businesses have ethical responsibilities to their employees, community, and environment. Businesses are responsible for how their products affect the health and wellness of these groups. A business's products should not make employees or customers sick. Sometimes businesses have to make a choice between maximizing the profit they need to earn and doing something that may hurt profits but it is the right thing to do.  Pair up students and read the following scenarios. Ask students to discuss with their partner to decide which company is acting ethically responsibly. Discuss with students the evidence that supports whether the company was acting ethically responsibly or not. Scenario A Toy Company- Our costs are low because we use a special lead-based paint. It is strong, flexible and cheap. Some countries have banned this paint, but it's not banned here. Scenario B Outdoor Clothing Company- We care about the environment. We monitor our water and energy use and we are reducing our use of toxic chemicals. We make our fleece clothing from recycled bottles. Ask students to log in to the JA Inspire Virtual Career site. Select one business to analyze. Find 3-5 pieces of evidence that show this company is acting ethically responsibly. 
	Closing: Discuss the following reflective questions:1) Which company offers products?2) Which company offers services?3) Which company would you visit and why?


